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"Did you want to tell me about your new dress?   Did someone
give it to you?" 3e
Or the teacher may start a conversation with another child
and draw the shy child into the activity and conversation.
Habits of voice control are developed by casual comments
made during the day. A child who is speaking to a play-
mate in a whining, fussing voice may be told to "talk to
him in a big voice." A child who is shouting indoors may
be reminded,
"John, you are so close to us that we could hear you just as well
i£ you spoke in a soft voice.   Try it." 37
Other still more important emotional habits are built in the
same way by helping the child to make acceptable responses
in many concrete situations. These early years when the
child is setting up patterns of response are the strategic time
for making extremely important contributions to the child's
mental health.
The form of instruction is not, of course, the only factor
in determining the responses of preschool children to a
learning task. The ease or difficulty of the task and its
desirability from the child's viewpoint, the age of the chil-
dren, and the personality of the children and the teacher all
exert varying degrees of influence upon the learning process.
No set of fixed rules is appropriate for all children. The
total situation including the various factors mentioned above
must be taken into consideration in studying the effective-
ness of a given kind of instruction for a particular child.
But too much solicitude, too much advice, and too much
interference with his play, with his imagination, with his
own way of thinking through a problem should be avoided.
QUESTIONS  AND  PROBLEMS
1. Outline what you consider the best procedure in teaching a
preschool child to (a) hit a target with a ball, (b) improve his language
36 ibid., p. 46.
st Ibid., p. 47.

